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Acts of the Prophet (SAW) as a Head of the

State and its Effect on Legislation; A Legal
Analysis

Abstract

The status of the prophet is not confined to be the Messenger of
Allah, mediating the God’s message to mankind; rather, being
the head of an Islamic state, he fulfilled the responsibilities of
administration of justice as well. Many verses of the Holy
Qur’an and prophetic traditions corroborate the fact that the
prophet (PBUH) was, on one hand, supposed to educate the
people, and, on the other hand, to run the affairs of the Islamic
state. Taken into account this fact, his acts may be construed as
legislation for which all his followers must owe to obey, or it
may be just a temporary adjustment as a political administrator,
holding no binding position. So, Muslims are not supposed to
carry on the latter kind of the prophetic acts unless proper
legislation takes place accordingly from the ruler. The
articulation of the Prophetic acts has given rise to the
disagreement among the jurists on many issues. This work
endeavors to articulate the Prophetic acts; to mention the views
held by jurists in this regard and to describe their arguments,
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with the help of examples from legal issues .
Keywords; Tasarrufat, acts, the Holy Prophet (PBHU), Imam,
Head of the State, Legislation.
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See; Muhammad Amin bin Umar, Ibn Abideen, Minhat ul Khaaliq Hashiya ala Bahr al Raaiq,
Dar ul Kitab al Islami, Vol. 7. P. 53.
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Al imam Abu Abdullah Malik bin Anas, al Mowatta (Riwaya Yahya al Laisi), Dar lhya al
Turaas al Arabi Egypt, Vol. 2, P. 743, No. 1424.
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Marifah Beirut, Vol. 8, P. 239. Abu Bakr al Sarakhsi, al Mabsoot, Vol. 3, P. 29
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See; Ali bin Abi Bakr al Margheenani, al Hidayah Sharh al Bidayah, Vol. 4, P. 383. Ibn Nujaim
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See; Dr. Wahba al Zuhaili, al Figh ul Islami wa Adillatuhu, Vol. 4, P. 2697.
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See; Muslim bin Hajjaj, al Sahih, Vol. 5, P. 115, No. 4509. Abu Abdillah ibn Maja,
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See; Muwaffaq al Din ibn al Qudama al Maqdisi, al Mughni, Vol. 6, P.185.
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ila Marifat Maani Alfaz al Minhaj, Dar ul Kutub al llmiyah, 1st Edition 1415H, Vol. 5, P.
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