ISSN (Print): 2411-9482
OPEN ACCESS ISSN (Online): 2414-3138
RUSHD Jan-June-2024

(Bi-Annual Research Journal of Islamic Studies) . Vol: 5, Issue: 1
Published by: Lahore Insititute for Social Scicnces, Lahore. Email: journalrushd@gmail.com

OJS: https://rushdjournal.com/index

Fahadullah s\o m yahya!

Professor Dr. Muhammad Hammad Lakhwi®

gf.glféiJH‘él/3uf¢kﬁdf’J;ldWI

Discussion of Sources of Knowledge in Islamic
and Western Epistemology: An Analysis

Abstract
Epistemology deals with the philosophical study of the nature,
origin, and limits of human knowledge. Many of our
intellectual and theoretical problems can be solved in a healthy
way when the authenticity of the source of knowledge is
appreciated by the opposition. There are usually four possible
sources of human knowledge; Reasoning, Experimentation,
Intuition and Divine Revelation. This essay examines the
concept of knowledge in Islamic and Western Epistemologies,
focusing particularly on the authenticity and significance of
Divine Revelation as a source of knowledge. After establishing
Revelation as the fundamental source of knowledge in Islamic
scholarship, other means are also utilized to derive benefits.
Through a comparative analysis of key thinkers and texts from
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both traditions, including the works of Shah Ismael Shah
(Shaheed) and Imam Ibn Tamiya (R.A.) in Islamic philosophy,
and the ideas of Pre-Socratic philosophers, Plato, Aristotle,
Hegel and Descartes in Western philosophy, this essay
examines the nature of knowledge, its sources, and the role of
Divine Revelation in shaping human understanding. This essay
argues that Divine Revelation is a legitimate and essential
source of knowledge in Islamic epistemology, complementing
and guiding the other three sources: Reason, Experience and
Intuition. It highlights the differences and similarities between
Islamic and Western thought on the sources of knowledge and
demonstrates the significance of Divine Revelation in Islamic
thought and its implications for contemporary debates in
philosophy, theology, and interfaith dialogue.

Keywords: Miracles, ProphetMuhammad, welfare, Public, concept, Solution.
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Epistemology, the philosophical study of nature, origin and
limits of human knowledge. The term is derived from the Greek
“episteme” (knowledge) and logos (reason) and accordingly the
field is sometimes referred to as the theory of knowledge.
Epistemology hasa long history within western philosophy
beginning with the ancient Greek and continuing to the present.

Along with metaphysics, logic and ethics it is one of four main
branches of philosophy and nearly every great philosopher has

contributed to it. *
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